
	

	

	

 

 

Time to say goodbye, the final visit. 

At some time, most owners will have to be faced with a decision of when to say goodbye to their pet. 
We are incredibly privileged as a profession that we are able to end our pets’ suffering and allow 
euthanasia as a choice when we think the time is right.  

It is never an easy decision to make and we are here to guide and support you. The most important 
thing is to try and assess your pet’s quality of life, make sure that the good times outweigh the bad. 
Look for changes in activity levels and particularly behaviour and interaction with the rest of your 
family. Is your pet still keen to eat, does he still enjoy exercise and do you get a response from him 
when you get home?  

If you have concerns but are not yet able to make a decision then do book an appointment with one of 
our vets to have a look at your pet and to discus his life. We may be able to help with suggestions of 
medications or lifestyle changes to improve matters, or it may be that just talking and assessing your 
pet will help to give you pointers to look out for and make the final decision easier to make. 
Ultimately it is your decision as the owner and carer of your pet to decide what is best for him and we 
will support you all the way.  

Once a decision has been made then please call us to book an appointment. Do tell the receptionist 
that this is a final visit and we will try to book a long appointment at an end of a surgery so you are 
not kept waiting or rushed out after. If you prefer that we come to your home it is possible for us to 
make a house visit. Usually we can visit late morning. We will always do our utmost to visit on the day 
that you call us. Unfortunately we cannot provide a visit service at weekends, as we do not have 
enough staff available.  

We will need a consent form signed for the procedure and you will be asked what you would like to 
happen to your pet’s body after. The options are to send your pet for cremation, we will arrange this 
for you. We use Companions Haven pet crematorium in Pucklechurch and they will collect your pet 
and arrange his cremation. Most owners decide on a ‘routine’ cremation where the ashes are 
scattered at Companions Haven however an individual cremation with return of ashes to you is 
possible so that you can scatter or bury the ashes as you wish.  

It is possible to bury your pet at home but be aware that you do need to be at quite a depth (ideally 4-
5 feet) and away from watercourses. Return of ashes is often a more practical solution, as a small pot 
of ashes is much easier to bury. Our receptionist can always give you advice on the cost of the 
cremation in advance so that you can make a fully informed decision.  

You will be invited to stay for the procedure but it is entirely up to you. Some owners prefer to stay 
and be with their pet, others prefer to leave the room and remember their pet as he was. We always 
have a nurse in the room to assist and an owner can walk out of the room at any time.  

The final injection is a dose of an anaesthetic agent given into a vein. In dogs and cats we usually use a 
leg vein, in rabbits we use a vein in the ear. Sometimes we may place a catheter into the vein first 
which may necessitate taking your pet to another room and returning him with a catheter in place 
and ready.  



	

	

	

 

 

 

 

If we think that your pet may get stressed or anxious we can offer a sedative first.  

The injection itself is painless and the patient falls into a sleep very rapidly, often by the time the 
injection has finished your pet will have passed on. Occasionally muscle tremors are seen after as the 
body relaxes and it is not unusual for urine to be passed at this time.  

You are welcome to stay with your pet for a while after should you wish to say your goodbyes.  

We all know and understand how difficult this time is for our owners. Please do contact us if you 
would like any help and we can give you contact details of support organisations such as The Blue 
Cross pet bereavement support service which can be reached on 0800 096 6606.  

 


